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FIRST WORD
A MESSAGE FROM THE CEO

What's more fun than a summertime 
ball game? Going to that game on Girl 
Scout Night! It was a home run for Troop 
9036 from Beaver Dam at the Milwaukee 
Brewer's Game this summer.

Daisies in Troop 7764 from Sparta spent a 
weekend at Camp Ehawee painting rocks, 
hiking, creek hopping and learning about 
orienteering.

Independence Brownie Troop 4442 used 
profits from their Cookie Program to 
purchase $200 worth of supplies for their 
local Humane Society. Pawsome!

Marci Henderson
CEO, Badgerland Girl Scouts

What an exciting time it is to be a Girl Scouts. As 
we look forward to the new membership year, 
it’s important to look back and celebrate all that’s 
happened the past twelve months. Take your time 
as you look through this edition of 'Focus' and 
allow yourself to be WOWED about all the amazing 
opportunities your girl has had because of Girl Scouts.

I do have a challenge for you: start sharing your Girl 
Scouting stories. With your support, we can grow the 
Girl Scout movement and give more a headstart in life 
– all through her Girl Scout experiences. 

So how can you help? Set up a Girl Scouts info table at 
your girl's back-to-school night. Let your friends, family, 
co-workers and community members know about our 
new 'Start a Troop' option that makes it so much easier 
to get a troop going in their community. Whether or 
now they have a girl of their own, tell them about the 
gratification that comes along with helping a group of 
young women whose goal is to better themselves.

There are SO many reasons Girl Scouts is the right place 
for today's girls. My challenge for you is to identify your 
favorite reason, and use it to recruit at least one girl 
or adult to join our movement. Together, we can build 
more girls of courage, confidence and character who 
make the world a better place. Let’s do it!
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GIRL SCOUTS LOVE
STATE PARKS

TROOP 1163 HEADS TO 
GOVERNOR DODGE STATE PARK

More than 100 Badgerland Girl Scouts 
celebrated the first-ever Girl Scouts Love 
State Parks Weekend in July. Among them was 
Cadette Troop 1163 from Madison. They packed 
their homemade trail mix and headed to the 
waterfall at Governor Dodge State Park. They 
swam, rented paddleboards and paddleboats, 
built a campfire, made crafts and enjoyed 
some pudgie pies over the fire.

"On Saturday night a raccoon came 
into our campsite, opened a cooler 
and took a sausage for our hobo 
meal! One of our troop leaders 
jumped on the picnic table, and the 
other leader chased the raccoon 
and got the sausage back!"
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She's the #1 Top Cookie Seller in Badgerland - and in the state of 
Wisconsin! Kayleigh sold a whopping 4,316 boxes this year during 
the 2019 Girl Scout Cookie Program.

"I didn't plan to be number one, just to try to sell 2,019 boxes this year. However, once I got 
started, I had so much fun that I wanted to keep selling! It always feels good to achieve and 
exceed goals," Kayleigh said.

She says the Cookie Program has taught her a lot, but for her, two big things come to mind: 
customer service and money management. It's also been an opportunity for her to give back 
to a cause she cares about, as she sends cookie care packages to military troops overseas.

Kayleigh has been selling Girl Scout Cookies for eight years - since she was a Daisy! Along with 
running her cookie business, Kayleigh spends a lot of time with her troop providing service to 
their community, earning new badges and working on their Silver Award. Congratulations!

2019 COOKIE PROGRAM by the numbers

Badgerland Girl 
Scouts sold

1,440,708
boxes of cookies

5,650
Top Cookie Sellers
selling 600+ boxes

girls sold 2,019+ boxes 

364
35

On average, each Girl Scout sold

boxes of cookies255
We had

Meet 
Kayleigh
Cadette Troop 3656, Palmyra

boxes of cookies were donted to Dane County food 

pantries, resulting in 3,493 gallons of milk being matched 

by the Dane County Dairy Promotions Committee!
7,353
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Jenna Voegeli: 
Badgerland 
BossGIRL

Tell Us About Your Business
My business is called SoapsAndStuff. I sell 
homemade soaps, scrubs, chapsticks, and scrub 
bags on Etsy under JennasSoapsAndStuff. I also 
sell my products to family, friends and have 
worked a few trade fairs in the past.

Where'd You Find Your Inspiration?
Ever since I was little I have loved soap. I 
recall one time taking a family trip to Colonial 
Williamsburg, VA and I found this pineapple 
soap ball and fell absolutely in love with it. This 
started my passion and wherever I went I would 
collect homemade artisan soap. This is what 
inspired me to make soap myself.

So, Jenna...
What's the Best Part of Owning Your Own Business?
When I started my business it was a hard realization 
that nothing happens instantly. It all takes time and 
patience. However, it is very much worth the wait 
and hard work. Now I get to play around with oils, 
fragrances, and colors to come up with new products, 
that has to be my favorite part! 

JennasSoapsAndStuff

@soapsandstuff101

Jenna Voegeli, a Senior in 
Troop 2697 launched her 
soap business through 
Badgerland's BossGIRL patch 
program and is making cash 
while doing what she loves.



"I'm constantly trying 
to give my business 
the upper hand with 
new and interesting 
products."

GIRL

Did You Run Into Anything Unexpected?
The biggest challenge I faced when working on this 
was the amount of amazing soap makers there are. 
I'm constantly trying to give my business the upper 
hand with new and interesting products. 

What Advice Do You Have For a Girl Who's 
Thinking About Starting Her Own Business?
Just go for it! The worst someone can say is 'no.'  That 
won't do you any harm as long as you persevere.  My 
troop has always focused on patches that helped to 
prepare you for adult life such as financial literacy, 
automotive repair, and first aid. These patches 
helped encourage my business and taught me how 
to successfully run a business with a thought-out 
plan. 

All in all, you should always chase your passions, you 
never know what you can achieve until you try.

A recent study shows 80% of women business 
owners were once Girl Scouts. Awesome, right??

Last fall, Badgerland announced BossGIRL, a 
patch program opportunity exclusive to our 
Girl Scouts.  Participants got access to tons of 
tools to help them build their own business 
around their interests and skills. They attended 
a 'Pitch Party' to get feedback from real-life 
entrepreneurs, and got started on their business 
plans. 

In June, these entrepreneurs got to sell their 
products (and keep the cash!) at a Youth 
Business Fair held at the West Towne Mall 
in Madison. Not many girls can say they've 
successfully designed a business plan, outlined 
finances, marketed a product and sold their 
items in a public space for a profit... but 
BossGIRLS can! BossGIRL is returning in 2020!

Selling the final 
products at the 

Youth Business Fair 

Group Brainstorming 
at the Big Idea 

Pitch Party

- Jenna

RETURNING IN 2019-20.
GIRL
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In June, Girl Scouts partnered with the League of Women Voters of Wisconsin to celebrate Wisconsin being 
the VERY FIRST state to ratify the 19th Amendment, granting women the right to vote. MediaGIRLS Jazmyn 
Kubas and Lily Zea had the honor of carrying the banner in a march around Capitol Square in Madison, and 

Girl Scout Senior Olivia Levia gave a keynote address.

FIRST TO RATIFY!
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"Today, girls and Girl Scouts are here together saying “Forward”, and that’s what Girl Scouts is all 
about; preparing girls for a lifetime of leadership so they can make the world a better place. Girl 
Scouts encourages girls of all backgrounds and beliefs to identify and advocate for issues they 
care about. We are making our voices heard!"   ~Olivia Levia



HODGEPODGE

In 2019, Badgerland Girl 
Scouts plogged about 500 
miles. That's like walking 
from one corner of 
Badgerland Council to the 
other...and back!

• 3 girls and 1 
adult plogged 
the lengh of a 
marathon

Plogging: a combination of walking and picking up litter.

• 6 girls and 3 adults 
plogged a half 
marathon

• 24 girls and 4 adults 
completed a 10K

• 59 girls and 10 adults 
rocked a 5K

SAVE THE DATE: 
Bridging Badgerland 2020 

June 7 | Camp Ehawee

Bridging Badgerland
In May, Girl Scouts of all ages gathered in Baraboo for 
Badgerland's very first council-wide Bridging Event. They 
heard from inspirational Girl Scouts before crossing the iconic 
Baraboo Riverwalk Bridge, and were greeted on the other side 
with a bubble party, face painting, cake and games.

9
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TROOP LEADER
SHOWCASE

SUZANNE CHEADLE
Mount Horeb Troop 7669

RIKKI KLASSY
Stoughton Troop 2044

Area Troop Leader Mentor

SHARON FURAN
Janesville Troop 7002

I started as a Daisy leader 3 years 
ago as many leaders do: the troop 
didn't have a leader. 

Our troop of 15 girls is still together 
moving into our fourth year as 
3rd-grade Brownies. It has a been a 
fun adventure and I love exploring 
different activities through the eyes 
of the girls, seeing their take on life. 

Girl Scouts is so important for girls 
because it gives them a chance to 
explore activities they've never seen 
before and build confidence. When 
I doubt myself or the girls to pull off 
an activity and we end up smashing 
it out of the park, I'm reminded that 
we can do anything. 

A key to our success as a troop 
has been letting the girls have 
ownership, from picking the badges 
we work on to how we spend our 
money to what activities and field 
trips we take. Our activities have 
ranged from horseback riding 
to circuit building, from winter 
camping to an Overture play, from 
hiking to organizing a Family Game 
Night, from a Strong Girls boot 
camp to a Humane Society service 
project.

The best part of being a troop 
leader by far has been working 
with Mandy Ries-Ladd and 
Joshlyn Schlichter! We have 
made a great team, able 
to cover each other’s busy 
schedules to help our girls reach 
their goals. 

Watching these girls come 
together from different schools 
and parts of town to work 
together and create some big 
goals for themselves has been 
an amazing experience. 

Our troop has been blessed 
to have a huge support team 
of parents, grandparents and 
great friends to make these girls' 
ideas limitless. I have also been 
honored to have the opportunity 
to network ideas and plans with 
other troops from near and far 
at the monthly leader meetings 
- they have been a great source 
of support, planning and the 
occasional taco.

My troop leader experience 
started somewhat unexpectedly 
when I attended the fall 
recruitment event last 
September, thinking I would just 
see what Girl Scouts is all about 
these days. 

I am incredibly fortunate to 
have shared this journey with 
both my daughter and niece as 
members of the troop, and with 
my sister and mom as two of 
my four co-leaders. Our troop 
grew from 16 to 26 girls over 
the course of their kindergarten 
year, and we attribute this 
growth and our retention rate to 
high-impact meeting plans with 
hands-on activities, effective 
communication with families, 
and a consistent message about 
living the Girl Scout Law. 

Volunteering with Girl Scouts 
has connected me to my 
community, to our troop 
families, to my four wonderful 
co-leaders, and to twenty-six 
amazing girls who are making 
the world a better place every 
single day!
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CHRISTIE KING
Madison Troop 2587

MIA STRONG
La Crosse Troops 8088, 8089, 

8090, 8092 & 4586
Area Troop Leader Mentor

APRIL EDDY
Stoughton Troop 2485

Area Volunteer Support 
Coordinator & Leader Mentor

I decided to be a troop leader for 
my youngest daughter and mostly 
recruited all the girls who joined 
from my connections at her school, 
daycare and neighborhood. 

The troop belongs to the girls and 
needs to be led by them, serving 
their needs and interests. We 
continue to do some traditional 
Girl Scout activities like fundraisers 
and community activities, but also 
have done some bigger things like 
traveled to Washington, D.C. and 
Savannah, GA. 

Our community has done its part in 
keeping girls in troops by assisting 
with getting them their Lifetime 
Memberships if they stay in Girl 
Scouts when they graduate and 
offering a scholarship to one girl 
each year. 

Even though girls have many 
opportunities these days, Girl 
Scouts is the one that teaches 
them what it means to be a part of 
community and country.  

Being a Girl Scout leader has 
helped me form many relationships 
with other women and leaders 
in our community, and have 
experiences that I will treasure for 
a lifetime.

Within the first couple of months 
of taking on the troop leader role, 
I sent a thank you message to my 
former leaders. I had no idea what 
they were doing behind the scenes 
to make our troop successful, and 
they set the bar high! 

Leading the girls continues to 
challenge me to step outside of my 
comfort zone and practice what I 
preach by being an active, positive 
part of my community.

Volunteering has provided me 
with an opportunity to give the 
next generation of girls the same 
opportunities to grow and explore 
that I had as a Girl Scout.

The keys to a successful troop?

1. Have the troop be Girl-Led. 
Depending on the size of your 
troop this can be an exercise 
in diplomacy, but it gets better 
as they age :) What they want 
to do is not always the easiest 
choice for a leader, but in the 
end it is worth keeping the girls 
engaged.  

2. Take advantage of the different 
programs Badgerland and our 
fellow Madison area leaders 
coordinate. Opportunities to 
meet, play and learn alongside 
troops of all ages facilitate 
opportunities for our girls to 
mentor and lead. The girls love 
to lead! 

I started in Girl Scouts when my 
daughter was a Daisy and we 
took the initiative to start our own 
troop. 

When you start with three 
Kindergartners you are 
overwhelmed and excited. Within 
a couple of years we had 40 girls 
spanning various levels. 

I found out early on how 
much I'd actually tear up with 
pride because the girls were 
constantly doing things that were 
unexpected.

Now that they are Seniors I see 
how Girl Scouts has made a 
lifetime impact on each girl in 
her own way. I get the privilege to 
share these moments and know I 
have made a difference. 

I have also learned amazing 
and fun skills from these girls. 
I could write books about the 
miracles, speechless moments, 
and heartwarming moments I 
have witnessed as a leader, and I 
wouldn’t change it for anything.
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MEET: KAITLYN HOLLMAN
Gold Award Class of 2013

Six years after earning 
Gold and totally rocking it.
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If you ask Kaitlyn Hollman what Girl Scouts has 
done for her, she’ll tell you it’s the new experiences, 
dedicated role models and the resulting scholarship 
opportunities that have gotten her where she is today.

And where exactly is that? 

Kaitlyn graduated from Fort Atkinson High School in 
2013 and is on track to earn her doctorate degree in 
physical therapy from the University of Evansville in 
Southern Indiana in 2020. Despite a rigorous schedule, 
Kaitlyn still finds time to give back as a volunteer 
on the Gold Award Committee for Girl Scouts of 
Southwest Indiana Council.

Kaitlyn joined Girl Scouts in first grade, at the same 
time her twin brother joined Boy Scouts. Though 
he chose not to continue on, Kaitlyn’s Girl Scouting 
years would prove to be full of valuable opportunities, 
friendship and growth.

“We were a pretty adventurous troop,” she said, 
recalling the time Troop 2854 spent cliff repelling, 
down-hill skiing, dog sledding, whitewater rafting and 
taking home multiple Kon Tiki Regatta titles. “What 
made me stick with Girl Scouts was the fun and new 
experiences I had because of it.”

Though troop travel and adventure is fun, the girls 
were also passionate about getting other kids in their 
community active. For their Bronze Award, the girls 
created an obstacle course, and expanded on it with 
a video series for their Silver Award. When it came 
time to think about her Gold Award project, Kaitlyn 
set out to find an impactful project that combined 
her love of sports and her community in a different 
way; she developed a plan to bring gently-used sports 
equipment to unserved children so that everyone had 
a chance to stay active and make friends.

Kaitlyn says that although her troop mates were from 
different social circles, she came to realize how great 
it was to experience these adventures with other girls 
her age – and that none of it would have been possible 
without an open-minded troop leader.

“I have to give a shout-out to my mom,” Kaitlyn said. 
“She was our leader, and she helped us plan some 
really, really fun activities. I honestly believe that a 
dedicated leader is what’s important to get girls to 
stay involved. They should be dedicated, patient, 
willing to step out of their comfort zone and have the 
best interest of the girls in mind.”

Because of Girl Scouts, Kaitlyn says she feels she’s 
more confident and self-sufficient than a lot of her 
peers.

“I have some tools in my toolbelt that have helped 
me,” she said. “But one of the biggest things it’s done 
for me, is that I got a lot of scholarships through 
my volunteer work and community outreach that I 
experienced through Girl Scouts.”

Kaitlyn has earned 11 scholarships throughout her 
college years totally more than $145,000. In her 
applications she often attributes her character 
and determination to Girl Scouts. After earning her 
doctorate degree, Kaitlyn plans to return to the 
Midwest and become a sports-specialized physical 
therapist. 

“My advice for any Girl Scout is to just stick with it,” 
Kaitlyn says. “It’s such a great opportunity to make 
friends, try new things and stay involved in the 
community. You won’t regret it.”

GIRL SCOUT 
EXPERIENCES LAUNCH 
GOLD AWARD GIRL SCOUT 
INTO SUCCESS.

Kaitlyn's Gold Award Project, 'Everyone Plays' helped make 
team sports more accessible to children in Fort Atkinson. 
Working with athletic directors in the community, she 
developed a method of collecting and redistributing gen-
tly-used sports equipment to children in need. She also 
created a website that tracked the equipment...all in an 
effort to keep 'everyone playing' for years to come.

"I honestly believe that 
a dedicated leader is 

what's important to get 
girls to stay involved."
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Growing up, Skye McDermott heard the word “can’t” 
more than most girls her age. But instead of letting her 
disability bring her down, this Girl Scout is showing the 
world what she can do.

Skye was born without her left arm below the elbow. 
She’s overcome more than her fair share of challenges in 
her 14 years, but for her, volleyball is worth the work.

Three years ago, Skye’s older sister (who shares her 
passion for volleyball) organized a camp to prepare 
middle school girls for the volleyball season as part of 
her Gold Award. Skye signed up for her sister’s camp, 
but was taken back when she was told she couldn’t 
play the position of setter – only hitter – due to her limb 
deficiency. 

Not long after, Skye was taking private lessons and 
perfecting her own way of legally setting the ball. She 
joined year-round, able-bodied teams at school, the 
Madison Elite Volleyball Club and with summer beach 
leagues…gearing up for what she wanted most. Then it 
was time.

Earlier this year she traveled to Edmond, Oklahoma to try 
out for the USA’s Women’s Paralympics Beach volleyball 
team – the first women’s team of this type. Skye was 

ecstatic when she heard she made the team, and was 
eager to take on the challenge and break barriers.

She and her two teammates spent the next few weeks 
traveling to different parts of the country for practice, 
and in May, she set off for the World ParaVolley Beach 
World Series Tour in Pingtan, China. Today, her silver 
medal hangs in her bedroom next to her Girl Scout vest.

“Being a Girl Scout helped me be able to make new 
friends and be able to express myself with different 
people from different countries,” Skye said. “I’m able 
to respect the different things about them because of 
some of the badges we’ve done as a troop.”

Skye has been a Girl Scout since age 5, when she joined 
as a Daisy. Her mother, Renee McDermott, is one of her 
Troop Leaders, and agrees that Girl Scouts helps gives 
her busy daughter a sense of routine and stability.

“Although she needs to focus to be a national champion, 
she also needs to have something else to do – a place 
where she can go outside and be with friends and just 
be a kid,” Renee said.

Troop 3253 just bridged to Senior, and the members 
are already talking about their Gold Award projects. As 
Juniors, they earned their Bronze Award for designing 
and building two Gaga Ball Pits in their area. For her Silver 
Award project, Skye assembled more than 400 “Blessing 
Bags” for people in need, filled with hygiene items, socks, 
snacks, hand warmers and notes of kindness. 

Along with service projects, the troop has traveled 
to Savannah, GA, made troop camp memories, sold 
thousands of boxes of cookies, and earned more badges 
and patches than what fits on their vests.

This fall, Skye is starting high school with skills and 
experiences that go beyond the typical freshman. 

“Don’t give up because someone said you can’t do 
something. Use those words as motivation to push 
you even harder. You miss 100% of the opportunities 
you don’t take. I truly believe that is true on and off the 
volleyball court.”

Albany Girl Scout shows resilience, drive as 
member of USA ParaVolley Team
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Skye McDermott

Cadette Troop 3253
Albany, WI
-
Silver Medalist,
USA Women's Paralympics 
Beach Volleyball

The 'Skye' is the 
limit for this 
Girl Scout
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HOW FAR CAN GIRL SCOUT 
COOKIES TAKE YOU?

Just ask Adey Oliver!

A Top Cookie Seller for the last four years, Adey's Cookie 
Business has allowed her to travel coast to coast. From 
Washington, D.C. to Disney World to Boston to San 
Francisco, she's using Thin Mints and Lemonades to 
make memories that will last a lifetime.

"It takes very hard work and 
dedication, but I want to tell 
“small town” girls they may 
have the same opportunity 
as me, if they put their 
minds to it and not give up!"

~ Adey Oliver
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next page >>

Q. Do you have any advice for Girl Scouts who are thinking about traveling?

A. Before you go on your trip, do a little research about the city you will be traveling to. But, you wouldn’t 
want to do too much, otherwise, it could be a “spoiler alert” and you may not learn anything in the city 
that you are traveling to. By doing some research, you hopefully will feel more comfortable in the city 
you are visiting and will have a small idea of what to expect. Also, make sure to bring maps (or have 
access to a GPS device) and prepare for the weather of the area you will be traveling to. Also, it may be 
a good idea to look up prices of things in the area. In my travels, I have found some places are more 
expensive than others and you will want to make sure to prepare and bring enough money for food, 
admission tickets, souvenirs, etc. If you are traveling with your parents, it may be a good idea to have 
them research with you, so they also have a good idea of what to expect. 

Q. What sort of things have you learned through the Girl Scout Cookie Program?

A. You should go for what you want and do the best you can, and to always believe in yourself. I also 
want to say that many times girls or parents have said to me, “We are from a small town, so we will 
never be able to do this.” I am here to say that I am also from a small town and have never stepped 
foot into a large city to sell cookies (other than to visit my parent’s workplace). I love that this fact is a 
part of my success story. I have gained the support of my local community members and family and 
friends in this great adventure. It takes very hard work and dedication, but I want to tell “small town” 
girls they may have the same opportunity as me, if they put their minds to it and not give up!

ADEY Q&A
Q. Why do you choose to travel as your cookie reward?

A. I choose the travel because I can learn more about our beautiful country that we live in, 
and the many cultures that our ancestors brought here. I am thankful that Girl Scouts has 
given me the opportunity to pursue this dream of travel I have discovered in myself.

Washington, D.C.

In 2016, I went to Washington, D.C. with my mom. We saw the Smithsonian Air and 
Space Museum first because I wanted to see the Amelia Earhart exhibit and her plane. 
We also went on the big bus tour, went to the top of the Washington Monument, saw the 
White House, the World War II Monument, the Reflecting Pool, the Lincoln Monument, 
the US Capitol, Library of Congress, the supreme court building, the National Archives to 
see the Declaration of Independence and Bill of Rights, the Pentagon, Arlington National 
Cemetery and the Eternal Flame of President Kennedy, the Thomas Jefferson Monument, 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial, Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial, and Ford’s Theater.

1

2 3 4 5
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In 2018, I went to Boston with 
my mom and dad. We saw the 
Massachusetts Capitol building, 
the Boston Tea Party museum 
that floats on the Harbor where 
the tea was tossed, the Boston 
Massacre site, the Old State 
House, the Old North Church, 
the USS Constitution, climbed 
to the top of the Bunker Hill 
Monument, the Paul Revere 
House, a whale watching tour, 
and Quincy Market. This trip was 
fantastic!

In 2017, I went to Disney with my 
whole family. We went on almost 
all the rides, but Expedition Everest, 
Big Thunder Mountain and Splash 
Mountain were my favorites. I loved 
it but, I realized I loved traveling to 
Washington, D.C. more.  

2018: Boston, MA

2017: Orlando, FL2 3

Earlier this year I got to go to San Francisco 
with my mom and dad. We saw Lombard St., 
caught a Milwaukee Brewer game at Oracle 
Park, we rode on the trolley cars, went to 
Fisherman’s Wharf, and took a Golden Gate 
Bridge Cruise, walked the Golden Gate bridge, 
walked through Muir Woods National Park, 
went to Muir Beach by accident and went 
into the Pacific Ocean, Alcatraz, and saw the 
opening ceremony and raising of the flag at 
Fort Point. I loved watching the ocean waves.

2019: San Francisco, CA

2019: Savannah, GA
(ON THE BADGERLAND BUS TRIP!)

Through my Cookie Business this year 
I also earned a seat on the Badgerland 
Bus to Savannah, GA (where Girl 
Scouts' founder, Juliette Gordon Low, 
was born)! We saw the Spanish moss 
trees and heard from a JGL character 
actor at Girl Scout Camp Low, ate our 
fill at the Wilkes House, toured the 
Tybee Island lighthouse, held crabs, 
and I even met Girl Scout USA CEO 
Sylvia Acevedo!!

4

5
Where Will Girl 
Scout Cookies 
Take Your Girl 

Next Year?
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Badgerland Bus Trip to Savannah, GA! 
a.k.a. the birthplace of Girl Scouts

In July, 60 girls and volunteers hopped on the Badgerland Bus bound for Savannah, GA for the annual 
bus trip. They went during QuestFest, a city-wide scavenger hunt put on by the Girl Scout Council 

there. The girls hunted for experiences and did good deeds along the way, while touring landmarks 
like Juliette Gordon Low's birthplace. Dolphin-spotting, twilight camping, swimming, SWAPS and a 

GS-exclusive concert was all part of the fun!
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Girl Scouts has 
definitely helped 

shape the person I 
am today. Without 
Girl Scouts I feel I 
would have definitely 
missed out on all 
of the awesome 
opportunities I have 
been provided. I also 
feel I would not have 
grown up to be the 
passionate leader I am 
today if it weren’t for 
Girl Scouts and all the 
amazing leaders I’ve 
had throughout the 
years."

"

P   eyton Barber is a Girl Scout through and through. She joined as a kindergarten Daisy 
and third-generation Girl Scout. Over the years she's gained best friends in her troop, 

been on outdoor adventures, traveled across the country, shared her Girl Scout story on 
TV and radio, provided valuable input on Badgerland's Youth Leadership Council, earned 
her Bronze and Silver Award (and is working on her Gold Award), managed her own 
Cookie business, and now, she's a Lifetime Member of Girl Scouts.

After all these years, here's her advice to current Girl Scouts:

"Take advantage of suggesting ideas of 
things you want to learn to your leaders.  
Want to learn how to fence - ask! Want 
to learn how to decorate a cake? Ask! 
Want to go camping in someone's 
backyard - ask! The worst thing your 
leader can say is no. The best thing is 
they might just say yes!"
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Q. Where are you headed next?  

I am going to attend Stetson University in Deland, 
Florida (it is halfway between Orlando and Daytona 
Beach).  I was recruited for their D1 Rowing team 
(yeah! Full year rowing no winter!).  I will be studying 
communications and pre-law.

Q. What does your future with Girl Scouts 
look like?

I plan to volunteer with the local council after I am 
settled in Florida. When I have a daughter, she will for 
certain go into Girl Scouts and I will be her leader. I am 
third generation Girl Scout – we can’t stop now.

Looking Back 
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My troop really did a lot of fun things, as our leaders had the logic to provide us 
opportunities we may not otherwise have. My troop learned how to row with the Camp 
Randall Rowing Club (and I joined the team!), we slept overnight on a baseball field, we 
learned to fence, we learned to scuba dive, we recorded songs at a recording studio, 
we learned how to make sushi, how to do DIY screen-printing, we met K9 dogs and 
so much more.  We also took the opportunity to volunteer as group. My troop's Bronze 
Award project provided the Dane County Humane Society the most items donated by a 
youth group! But my favorites were the trips we took as a troop to Chicago, the Mall of 
America, and New York City for a week.   

Q. What do your troop mates mean to you?  

Ohana. They are family. My troop just graduated 
from high school and we are already planning a post 
freshman year of college trip together.

Troop Life

One Girl's 13-year Girl Scout Journey.

Q. Do you consider yourself a Go-
Getter, Innovator, Risk-Taker, or Leader?  

I am a Leader and Risk-Taker. I'm not afraid 
to step up and suggest things, or take 
charge if no one else steps up.

The Youth Leadership Council (YLC)
Being on the YLC with girls I didn't know 
gave me a chance to work on my social 
skills, raising my point of view, and 
(obviously) leadership. I'm going to miss the 
friends I've made.

My Role Models
My mom has been one of my leaders for all 
13 years of Girl Scouts. She and our other 
co-leader Lauren Cunningham have been 
amazing. And a thanks to all of the troop 
parents who volunteered. I would also love 
to thank my mom and dad for putting me in 
Girl Scouts my kindergarten year.

My Gold Award
I have been working on my Gold 
Award since my freshman year.  I 
am on my third project. My first 
project was to get feminine hygiene 
products into schools for free 
(and this was co-opted by another 
organization), my second project 
was an outdoor education area (my 
main contact in the school district 
had MUCH bigger fish to fry) and I 
am finalizing my third go at this. An 
Adulting 101 class that will be beta 
tested in my alma mater this fall 
and hopefully spread to the other 
Madison high schools the following 
year.  I have learned a lot of tenacity 
with trying to get this done!

Being an Older Girl Scout



Start Your Own Troop

FRIENDS TODAY.

CHANGEMAKERS TOMORROW.

LET'S GET MORE GIRLS AND ADULTS IN GIRL SCOUTS.
This fall, we're encouraging all Badgerland members - girls and volunteers - to recruit one person to join the Girl Scout 
movement. There are so many reasons to become a Girl Scout, and no matter their age or interests, there's something 
for everyone! Talk to your girl's friends and their parents, your neighbors, and other families in the community and tell 
them how Girl Scouts is building girls of courage, confidence and character - and get them on board. Whether they join 
an existing troop or start their own, all G.I.R.L.s (Go-getters, Innovators, Risk-Takers, Leaders) are welcome!

TELL YOUR FRIENDS!

All the details at gsbadgerland.org.

1. Request a Troop Number at gsbadgerland.org.

2. Register as a Volunteer and Complete the Background Check.

3. Start Your Online Volunteer Training.

4. Spread the Word and Recruit Girls and Volunteers.

PARENTS: Your girl's Troop Leaders do A LOT. Why not lend a hand? These are all roles within a troop:

   > Troop Chaperone & Driver  - help get the girls where they're going

   > Troop Treasurer - in charge of all things money

   > Troop Cookie Coordinator - help the girls run successful Cookie businesses!

   > Fall Product Sale Coordinator - make the most out of the Badgerland Fall Fundraiser

We've made it easy for troops, volunteers and parents to host an info table at their girl's school, 
community center, local events...anywhere! Just email info@gsbadgerland.org and we'll get you 
set up with brochures, info cards, slap bracelets, tattoos and other fun giveaways.

IDEA: HOST AN INFO TABLE
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1. For Girls, By Girls
In Girl Scouts, girls get outdoors, 
participate in the cookie program, earn 
badges and awards, and much more! 
When these Girl Scout activities are girl-
led, cooperative and hands-on, girls show 
greater benefits.

2. It's About the Journey
Leadership Journeys are core to Girl 
Scouts because they teach girls to create 
solutions for issues they care about most.

3. Role Model Behavior
Adults play an important role in shaping 
girls' experiences. They make girls feel 
valuable, and become lifelong role models.

4. Lead the Way
Fact: the GSLE builds girl leaders. In a recent 
study, 3 in 4 girls say that because of Girl 
Scouts, they have become a leader in more 
activities with their friends, classmates and 
community.

5. Girls Rule
When girls come together, stuff gets done. 
Girl Scouts have "fun with purpose" by gaining 
valuable life skills and amazing new experiences 
while having fun and building friendships!

5 REASONS GIRLS SHOULD PARTICIPATE IN THE 
GIRL SCOUT LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE

RENEW HER 
MEMBERSHIP TODAY:
gsbadgerland.org 23



Nonprofit
Organization
US Postage

PAID
Madison WI

Permit No. 2127

FOLLOW US

CONTACT US
800.236.2710
gsbadgerland.org
info@gsbadgerland.org

2710 Ski Lane
Madison, WI 53713

This summer, 1,059 Badgerland Girl Scouts 
attended Camp. That's DOUBLE the number of 
girls who went just two years ago! 

We can't wait to see what Summer 2020 brings.


